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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 



Information Disclosure Statement 
2. The reference listed in the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 2/1 5/00 has 
been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 



Drawings 

3. The drawings received on 2/15/00 are acceptable by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by Eguchi (U.S. 



Patent Number 6,574,670). 
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Regarding claim 1, Eguchi discloses a communication apparatus (facsimile machine F, 
seen in Fig. 3, or facsimile machines 41, 42, 43, seen in Fig. 4) that transmits to a receiver, image 
information with transmission information attached to a part of the image information, via a 
communication line (see abstract, column 8, lines 25 through 43, and column 10, line 63 through 
column 11, line 21), comprising an address inputting device that inputs address information of 
the receiver (column 8, lines 3 through 7, and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 13), a 
setting device that sets an attachment or a non-attachment of the transmission information based 
on the address information (column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 8, lines 8 through 18, and 
column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 13), a storage device that stores the address 
information for which the attachment/non-attachment of the transmission information is set 
(RAM 8, column 5, lines 62 through 67, and column 7, lines 50 through 59), a transmission 
information attaching device that attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the 
image information, based on the address information stored in the storage device (see abstract, 
column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 8, lines 8 through 18, and column 10, line 63 through 
column 1 1, line 9), and a transmission device that transmits the image information with/without 
the transmission information attached thereto by the transmission information attaching device 
(see abstract, column 6, lines 35 through 67, and column 8, lines 8 through 24). 

Regarding claim 2, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches that the address information includes a receiver's mail address having an account 
name and a domain name (see Figs. 2b, 2c, 7b, and 7c, column 7, lines 16 through 29, and 
column 8, line 58 through column 9, line 28). 
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Regarding claim 3, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 2, and 
further teaches of a receiver's domain name designation device that designates the domain name 
of the receiver (column 7, lines 17 through 59), wherein the transmission information attaching 
device selectively attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information 
to be transmitted (column 6, lines 58 through 67, and column 8, lines 3 through 18), according to 
the conformance/non-conformance of the receiver's domain name in the address information 
input via the address inputting device, to the receiver's domain name designated via the 
receiver's domain name designation device (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 18, and 
column 10, line 63 through column 1 1, line 21). 

Regarding claim 4, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 2, and 
further teaches that the communication apparatus has a transmitter's mail address having an 
account name and a domain name (see Figs. 2a and 7a, colunrn 7, lines 10 through 16, and 
column 9, lines 4 through 10) and the transmission information attaching device selectively 
attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information to be transmitted, 
according to the conformance/non-conformance of the transmitter's domain name to the 
receiver's domain name (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 43). 

Regarding claim 5, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches of a changing device that temporarily changes the transmission information 
attachment/non-attachment setting made for the address information (column 7, lines 40 through 
59), 

Regarding claim 6, Eguchi discloses a communication apparatus (facsimile machine F, 
seen in Fig. 3, or facsimile machines 41, 42, 43, seen in Fig. 4) capable of transmitting image 
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information to a receiver, via a communication line (see abstract, column 8, lines 25 through 43, 
and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 21), comprising an address inputting device that 
inputs address information of the receiver (column 8, lines 3 through 7, and column 10, line 63 
through column 11, line 13), and a transmission information attaching device that attaches the 
transmission information to a part of the image information (see abstract, column 6, lines 52 
through 67, column 8, lines 8 through 18, and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 9), 
wherein the transmission information attaching device selectively determines the 
attachment/non-attachment of the transmission information according to the address information 
(column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 8, lines 8 through 18, and column 10, line 63 through 
column 11, line 13). 

Regarding claim 7, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 6, and 
further teaches that the address information includes a receiver's mail address having an account 
name and a domain name (see Figs. 2b, 2c, 7b, and 7c, column 7, lines 16 through 29, and 
column 8, line 58 through column 9, line 28), 

Regarding claim 8, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 7, and 
further teaches of a receiver's domain name designation device that designates the domain name 
of the receiver (column 7, lines 17 through 59), wherein the transmission information attaching 
device selectively attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information 
to be transmitted (column 6, lines 58 through 67, and column 8, lines 3 through 18), according to 
the conformance/non-conformance of the receiver's domain name in the address information 
input via the address inputting device, to the receiver's domain name designated via the 
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receiver's domain name designation device (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 18, and 
column 10, line 63 through colunm 11, line 21). 

Regarding claim 9, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 7, and 
further teaches that the communication apparatus has a transmitter's mail address having an 
account name and a domain name (see Figs. 2a and 7a, colunm 7, lines 10 through 16, and 
column 9, lines 4 through 10) and the transmission information attaching device selectively 
attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information to be transmitted, 
according to the conformance/non-conformance of the transmitter's domain name to the 
receiver's domain name (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 43). 

Regarding claim 10, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 6, and 
further teaches of a changing device that temporarily changes the transmission information 
attachment/non-attachment setting made for the address information (column 7, lines 40 through 
59). 

Regarding claim 11, Eguchi discloses a communication apparatus (facsimile machine F, 
seen in Fig. 3, or facsimile machines 41, 42, 43, seen in Fig. 4) capable of transmitting image 
information to a receiver, via a communication line (see abstract, column 8, lines 25 through 43, 
and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 21), comprising an address inputting device that 
inputs address information of the receiver (column 8, lines 3 through 7, and column 10, line 63 
through column 11, line 13), a setting device that sets an attachment or a non-attachment of the 
transmission information according to the address information (column 6, lines 52 through 67, 
column 8, lines 8 through 18, and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 13), and a 
transmission information attaching device that attaches the transmission information to a part of 
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the image information (see abstract, column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 8, lines 8 through 18, 
and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 9), wherein the transmission information 
attaching device selectively determines the attachment/non- attachment of the transmission 
information based on the address information (column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 8, lines 8 
through 18, and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 13). 

Regarding claim 12, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches that the address information includes a receiver's mail address having an account 
name and a domain name (see Figs. 2b, 2c, 7b, and 7c, column 7, hnes 16 through 29, and 
column 8, line 58 through column 9, line 28). 

Regarding claim 13, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches of a receiver's domain name designation device that designates the domain name 
of the receiver (column 7, lines 17 through 59), wherein the transmission information attaching 
device selectively attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information 
to be transmitted (column 6, lines 58 through 67, and column 8, lines 3 through 18), according to 
the conformance/non-conformance of the receiver's domain name in the address information 
input via the address inputting device, to the receiver's domain name designated via the 
receiver's domain name designation device (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 18, and 
column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 21). 

Regarding claim 14, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 12, and 
further teaches that the communication apparatus has a transmitter's mail address having an 
account name and a domain name (see Figs. 2a and 7a, column 7, lines 10 through 16, and 
column 9, lines 4 through 10) and the transmission information attaching device selectively 
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attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information to be transmitted, 
according to the conformance/non-conformance of the transmitter's domain name to the 
receiver's domain name (column 7, Une 62 through column 8, line 43). 

Regarding claim 15, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches of a changing device that temporarily changes the transmission information 
attachment/non-attachment setting made for the address information (column 7, lines 40 through 
59). 

Regarding claim 16, Eguchi discloses a communication apparatus (facsimile machine F, 
seen in Fig. 3, or facsimile machines 41, 42, 43, seen in Fig. 4) capable of transmitting image 
information to a receiver, via a communication line (see abstract, column 8, lines 25 through 43, 
and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 21), comprising an address inputting device that 
inputs address information of the receiver (column 8, lines 3 through 7, and column 10, line 63 
through column 1 1, line 13), a setting device that sets an attachment/non-attachment of the 
transmission information to the image information (column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 8, 
lines 8 through 18, and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 13), a changing device that 
changes the transmission information attachment/nonattachment setting made by the setting 
device (column 7, lines 40 through 59), a transmission information attaching device that 
attaches/does not attach the transmission information to a part of the image information, based 
on the setting made by the setting device and the result of change made by the changing device 
(see abstract, column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 7, line 40 through column 8, line 18, and 
column 10, line 63 through column 1 1, line 9), and a transmission device that transmits to the 
receiver the image information, according to the address information input by the address 
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inputting device (see abstract, column 6, lines 35 through 67, and column 7, line 62 through 
colunm 8, line 24). 

Regarding claim 17, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 16, and 
further teaches that the address information includes a receiver's mail address having an account 
name and a domain name (see Figs. 2b, 2c, 7b, and 7c, column 7, lines 16 through 29, and 
column 8, line 58 through column 9, line 28). 

Regarding claim 18, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 17, and 
further teaches of a receiver's domain name designation device that designates the domain name 
of the receiver (column 7, lines 17 through 59), wherein the transmission information attaching 
device selectively attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information 
to be transmitted (column 6, lines 58 through 67, and column 8, lines 3 through 18), according to 
the conformance/non-conformance of the receiver's domain name in the address information 
input via the address inputting device, to the receiver's domain name designated via the 
receiver's domain name designation device (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 18, and 
column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 21). 

Regarding claim 19, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 17, and 
further teaches that the communication apparatus has a transmitter's mail address having an 
account name and a domain name (see Figs. 2a and 7a, column 7, Unes 10 through 16, and 
column 9, lines 4 through 10) and the transmission information attaching device selectively 
attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information to be transmitted, 
according to the conform ance/non-conformance of the transmitter's domain name to the 
receiver's domain name (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 43). 
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Regarding claim 20, Eguchi discloses a communication apparatus (facsimile machine F, 
seen in Fig. 3, or facsimile machines 41, 42, 43, seen in Fig. 4) capable of transmitting image 
information to a receiver, via a connmunication line (see abstract, column 8, lines 25 through 43, 
and column 10, line 63 through column 1 1, line 21), comprising an address inputting device that 
inputs address information of the receiver (column 8, lines 3 through 7, and column 10, line 63 
through column 11, line 13), a storage device that stores at least one piece of the receiver's 
address information input by the address inputting device (RAM 8, column 5, lines 62 through 
67, and column 7, lines 50 through 59), a determination device that determines whether an 
address information of the receiver to v^hom the image information is transmitted, is the address 
information stored in the storage device or the address information newly input by the address 
inputting device (column 7, line 40 through column 8, line 19, and column 10, line 63 through 
column 11, line 13), a transmission information attaching device that attaches/does not attach the 
transmission information to a part of the image information, based on the determination result by 
the determination device (see abstract, column 6, lines 52 through 67, column 7, line 40 through 
column 8, line 18, and column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 9), and a transmission device 
that transmits to the receiver the image information, according to the receiver's address 
information (see abstract, column 6, lines 35 through 67, and column 7, line 62 through column 
8, line 24). 

Regarding claim 21, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 20, and 
further teaches that the address information includes a receiver's mail address having an account 
name and a domain name (see Figs. 2b, 2c, 7b, and 7c, column 7, lines 16 through 29, and 
column 8, line 58 through column 9, line 28). 
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Regarding claim 22, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches of a receiver's domain name designation device that designates the domain name 
of the receiver (column 7, Unes 17 through 59), wherein the transmission information attaching 
device selectively attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information 
to be transmitted (column 6, lines 58 through 67, and column 8, Unes 3 through 18), according to 
the conformance/non-conformance of the receiver's domain name in the address information 
input via the address inputting device, to the receiver's domain name designated via the 
receiver's domain name designation device (column 7, line 62 through column 8, Hne 18, and 
column 10, line 63 through column 11, line 21). 

Regarding claim 23, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches that the communication apparatus has a transmitter's mail address having an 
account name and a domain name (see Figs. 2a and 7a, column 7, lines 10 through 16, and 
column 9, lines 4 through 10) and the transmission information attaching device selectively 
attaches/does not attach the transmission information to the image information to be transmitted, 
according to the conformance/non-conformance of the transmitter's domain name to the 
receiver's domain name (column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 43). 

Regarding claim 24, Eguchi discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 20, and 
further teaches of a changing device that temporarily changes the transmission information 
attachment/non-attachment setting made for the address information (column 7, lines 40 through 
59). 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 



6, 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure: 



Mori (U.S. Patent Number 6,384,927) discloses a system that transmits a facsimile image 
as an attachment to an e-mail if a destination telephone number is registered in an e-mail address 
conversion table, and if the number is not registered, transmits the image as a facsimile; 

Okada et aL (U.S. Patent Number 6,088,125) discloses a system that includes storage of 
domain names, whereby the system checks a domain name of a sender to determine if an error 
has occurred; and 

Chang et aL (U.S. Patent Number 5,974,449) discloses a system that attaches a fax 



image to an e-mail message, and transmits the e-mail message to a recipient e-mail address. 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R, Pokrzywa 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 




